
SCHOLARSHIP SUMMARY: 
The Continental Challenge Scholarship offers need-based, undergraduate support for young people passionate about 
vintage collector cars pursuing a college degree in any field.

SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT (for Tuition Only)
1st year: $1000

Renewed Students: up to $5000/year
(Registration Invoice & Transcripts submission required)

APPLICANT CRITERIA
1.	 MSU Freshman students

2.	 Demonstrated outstanding character, citizenship and integrity - through community engagement

3.	 Demonstrated financial need

4.	 Demonstrated engagement in vintage collector car activities  - collecting, vintage racing, restoration/preservation

5.	 Personal biography including how your interest in vintage collector cars got started and plans to support the 
	 hobby/industry in the future

CONTINENTAL CHALLENGE SCHOLARSHIP
THROUGH FOOTPRINTS FOUNDATION

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

John F. Weinberger, Founder & President of the Continental Motors Group in Illinois, started out as a mechanic and 

turned his passion for fixing cars into building one of the largest private companies in the Chicagoland area, and one 

of the largest dealership groups in Illinois. Continental Motors Group celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2012. A top 

vintage racer, John is an inspiration, both on and off the track, by his high degree of integrity and strong passion for 

people and cars. His wife Lisa also races an historic car that was built and raced by Janet Guthrie, the 1st woman to 

race the Indianapolis 500 & Daytona 500. Together they collect historic cars and through their private foundation 

scholarship, they support students that are stewards of our historic automotive heritage through careers and hobbies 

related to collecting, vintage racing and restoration/preservation.



CONTINENTAL CHALLENGE SCHOLARSHIP
THROUGH FOOTPRINTS FOUNDATION

PROCEDURE FOR FIRST TIME APPLICANT
(Incomplete applications will not be considered nor will applications submitted after deadline.)

Submission deadline for 1st year Scholarship: April 1, 2017

Submit application via email: diane@rpm.foundation or fax: 312.951.7313 to the RPM Foundation* who is providing 
administrative support for the application process.   
All application materials will be shared with the selection committee that includes the following:

•	 Application (see attached)
•	 A copy of applicant’s unofficial transcript (from High School for Freshman applicants)
•	 Documentation with photos including 50 word-caption about each photo explaining events & your 
	 participation at each event
•	 3 letters of recommendation from non-family members (1 letter must be from a teacher, 2 letters from 
	 historic car event organizers/leaders). Also, their contact info must be included (telephone numbers and emails)
•	 Letter of acceptance to college & high school transcript (Freshman only)
•	 Freshman transcript (Sophomores only)

*RPM Foundation is a service-providing, resource-sharing, grant-giving organization that accelerates the growth of the 
next generation of automotive Restoration and Preservation craftsmen and women though formal training and Mentorship. 
RPM is a 501(c)3 that works to preserve and promote America’s automotive heritage.

PROCEDURE FOR RENEWED APPLICANT
Contact The Footprints Foundation for a renewal application by emailing:
Email Address: laweinberger@gmail.com
Subject Line: MSU RENEWAL APPLICATION REQUEST
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Date: _____________________________________

A. Applicant Information (all fields must be filled in)

Name

Last: ________________________________________________________________    First: ____________________________________________________________    Mi: ______________

Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________________________________________________________    State: _____________    Zip Code: __________________________

Best Telephone: ____________________________________________________________________          Cell     Home 

Best Email: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Current GPA: __________________________________________

B. Your Aspirations

1. In one or two sentences, describe your career goal. (Limit 500 characters with spaces)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. Your Jobs, Car Clubs and Community Programs/Activities

1. List your car clubs, public service and community activities (Activity, Role, Years of Participation)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. List any part time employment including (Job Title, Description of Job, Employer, Date of Employment)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How have you earned the respect of your mentors & peers?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CONTINENTAL CHALLENGE SCHOLARSHIP (THROUGH FOOTPRINTS FOUNDATION)
& RPM (RESTORATION, PRESERVATION, MENTORSHIP) FOUNDATION

APPLICATION 
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4. This scholarship is based on a commitment to furthering the world of vintage collector cars & our automotive 
	 heritage - collecting, vintage racing, and restoration/preservation. Should you receive this scholarship, what 
	 will you do to help support this goal?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What events inspired your participation in the vintage car collector industry?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Your Financial Aid Status
(Answers to the following questions ARE REQUIRED to be considered for this award)

1. Have you and your parents completed the FAFSA?    Yes      No

	 If YES, what is your EFC (Estimated Family Contribution) $_________________________________________

2. List any monetary aid already awarded to you:

Amount of Award $ ___________________________________   Whether the award is renewable     Yes      No

Amount of Award $ ___________________________________   Whether the award is renewable     Yes      No

Amount of Award $ ___________________________________   Whether the award is renewable     Yes      No

3. Write a brief statement about your financial circumstances.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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I, _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________, understand that I am applying for the 
CONTINENTAL CHALLENGE SCHOLARSHIP (THROUGH FOOTPRINTS FOUNDATION) and affirm my wish to be  
considered. I understand that this application will be available only to qualified people who need to see it in the  
course of their duties. I affirm that I plan to pursue a career or hobby related to the preservation of historic cars.

This completed application is my own work. I also affirm the information contained herein is true and accurate to  
the best of my knowledge and belief.

SIGNATURE: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DATE: ____________________________________

FIRST TIME APPLICANT ONLYFIRST TIME APPLICANT ONLY
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Student’s Name: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

RATINGS:
Compared to other students, how do you see this student in terms of…
(check appropriate column)

	  Personal Qualities/Character

	  Motivation

	  Level of Maturity

	  Initiative

	  Leadership Potential

	  Special Talents

	  Potential for Success in College

What three adjectives do you feel best describe this student:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

COMMENTS/OBSERVATIONS:

Please give specific examples that expand upon your ratings. The committee welcomes comments that will help us 
differentiate this student from others.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Printed Name of Recommender: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of Recommender: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Relationship to Student: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact information: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tel:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

z

CONFIDENTIAL RECOMMENDATION FORM


